
In 1754 Benjamin Franklin drew this image of a severed 

snake to encourage the British colonies to unite against the 

threat posed by French and Indian forces. It regained 

popularity later during the American Revolution. 

DAY 2 

1. Describe the 

cartoon, including 

the caption.  

 

2. What was the 

message of the 

cartoon  
 

3. Why might the 

cartoon made a 

comeback during 

the Revolution? 



INDEPENDENCE 



 III. FIGHTING IN LEXINGTON & CONCORD 

APRIL 19, 1775: FIRST SHOTS OF WAR 

First Continental 

Congress  
- organization of the 13 

colonies 

- called for boycotts from & to 
England 

- Minuteman - civilian soldiers 

Lexington Battle 
- 1st battle of Rev. War 

- Not official battle - militia 
fought instead of actual 
soldiers 

- ‘Shot heard around the 
world’ 



IV. PEACE OR WAR 

Second Continental 

Congress 1775- 1776 

- named George 
Washington military 
commander of its 
army 

- authorized printed 
money 

- issued the Declaration 
of Independence 



BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL 
- Battle on Breed’s Hill outside Boston 
- Deadliest battle of the war 

General Thomas Gage, commander of British 

forces in North America 

Olive Branch Petition - Colonists ask to negotiate w/Britain  

- king George rejects it 

King George III of England 



Common Sense 
by Thomas Paine 

outlined King's abuses & 
stated colonists had a right 
to declare independence 

- Convinced many colonists 

 V. PATRIOTS DECLARE INDEPENDENCE 



 V. PATRIOTS DECLARE INDEPENDENCE 

Declaration of Independence 
break up letter w/England 

- Thomas Jefferson - principal author 

  - people have basic rights that can’t 
be taken away by govt. 

    - the people have a right to rebel 

On July 2, 1776, the delegates voted 

unanimously that the American colonies were 

free, and on July 4, 1776, they adopted the 

Declaration of Independence. While 

delegates created a formal copy of the 

Declaration, the document was read to a 

crowd in front of the Philadelphia State 

House—now called Independence Hall. 



 V. PATRIOTS DECLARE INDEPENDENCE 

Declaration of Independence 
break up letter w/England 

- Thomas Jefferson - principal author 

  - people have basic rights that can’t 
be taken away by govt. 

    - the people have a right to rebel 



What was the Olive 
Branch Petition? 
What was its result? 


