
THE TREATY OF 

VERSAILLES 



THE AFTERMATH 

OF WORLD WAR I 

’



The most devastating effect was in 

the massive  loss of life 

The worldwide economy was 

destroyed 

14 million killed, 7 million disabled 

Austrian-Hungarian Empire, 
Ottoman Empire, Russian Czar, 
German Kaiser were 
dissolved/deposed 

resources, manufacturing, 
agriculture, currency were in ruins 

Imperial governments and 

monarchies came crashing down 



The world economy in ruins, US 

became an  economic superpower 

With the war over, US farms & 

manufacturers had surpluses 

American manufacturing, farming, 
shipping made $$$ during the war 

Wilson sought to secure a lasting 
peace, Americans wanted to enjoy 
the victory in the Great War 

Farmers & firms were left with 
massive loans and little revenue 

Americans overwhelmingly 

desired a move to isolationism 



THE PEACE 



The armistice to end WWI was 

signed on November 11, 1918 

President Wilson immediately 

pushed his plans for a lasting 

peace 

“11th hour, 11th day, 11th month” 

The first sitting president to 
travel to Europe, Wilson is 
greeted as a hero by Europeans 

steeped in his moral diplomacy, he 
believed US should lead the way  

1919 - Wilson travels to Paris to 

the peace talks at Palace of 

Versailles 





Wilson and the victorious Allied 

leaders led the talks as “The Big 

Four” 

Opinions varied on how to reach a 

lasting peace 

US, UK, France, and Italy 
dominated the talks 

Some wanted to severely punish 
Germany for the war and its 
affects 

Russia wasn’t present and Germany 
wasn’t invited 

some wanted to show leniency as 
to ease the healing process 



he believed that punishment 

would hurt chances for lasting 

peace 

his plan focused on cooperation, 
recovery, and order 



The First Four Points 

Open diplomacy, freedom of the 
seas, free trade, and disarmament 

The Fifth Point 

proposed a fair voting system on 
settling conflicts over colonies 

Points Six through Thirteen 
dealt w/ the rights of people to 
decide their own political systems 

Point Fourteen 
proposed a LEAGUE OF NATIONS, or a 
council of nations to settle future 
disputes & ensure peace 



THE TREATY OF 

VERSAILLES 







Treaty that OFFICIALLY,ENDED World War I 

Forced Germany to pay $33 billion in reparations 

KEY provisions 

Forced Germany to assume full blame for WWI by 
signing the War Guilt Clause 

Forced Germany to disarm to 100K troops, 
demilitarize territories and colonies 

outlawed the making/importing of arms in Germany 

formed the LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

created new democratic nations from losers’ territory 



Wilson still needed ratification by 

the Senate to approve the Treaty 

The Senate Republicans strongly 

opposed the League of Nations 
feared it would pull US into future 
European conflicts 

After suffering a stroke, Wilson is 

unable to compromise w/ GOP 

the US Senate rejects the Treaty 
of Versailles b/c of the League 

“They have shamed us...” 



WEAKNESSES IN 

THE TREATY 



W/o US membership, the League 

of Nations was weak, ineffective 

A wrecked economy meant 

Germany couldn’t pay reparations 

The War Guilt Clause made 

Germans resentful of the world 

Ethnic and cultural rivalries 

weren’t considered in new nations 

No punishment if a nation violated 

the Treaty of Versailles 




