
THE JIM CROW 

SOUTH



southern whites were 

resistant to black rights

but they were legally 

obligated to grant them

southern states found ways 

to circumvent the laws



act of separating people based on 

characteristics/criteria

Poll Taxes

Jim Crow laws to enforce segregation 
of races in public/private facilities

Southern states passed measures to 

take votes away from blacks

many blacks couldn’t afford it

Literacy Tests
had to read, blacks given harder tests
Grandfather Clause
exempt from tax/test if your dad or 
grandfather could vote before 1867





For 40 years, S.C. looked other way on 

unconstitutional anti-black laws in South

1896 - S.C hears case challenging 

segregation in the South

LEGACY of the case

“ ”

It rules segregation is legal & doesn’t 
violate 14th Amendment



The IMPORTANCE of the

JIM CROW SOUTH

hindered rights of minorities BY

basically created TWO AMERICAS: White and black

“ ”

federally DENYING BLACKS their NATURAL RIGHTS

facilitating RACIAL DISCRIMINATION until 1950s

leaving african americans UNPROTECTED from 
VIOLENT RETALIATION for resisting discrimination


