“We conSider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiffS argument to
consist in the assumption that the enforced Separation of the
two races Stamps the colored race with a badge of inferiority.
If thiS be S0, it iS not by reason of anything found in the act, but
Solely because the colored race chooSes 1o put that construction
upon it... The argument alSo assumes that Social prejudice may
be overcome by legiSlation, and that equal rights cannot be

Secured except by an enforced commingling of the two races...

If the civil and political rightS of both races be equal, one cannot
be inferior to the other civilly or politically. If one race be inferior
10 the other Socially, the Constitution of the United States

cannot put them upon the Same plane.”

“The object of the [Fourteenth] amendment was...undoubtedly to
enforce the abSolute equality of the two races before the law,

but...it could not have been intended to abolish diStinctions based
upon color or to enforce Social, as diStinguished from political
equality, or @ commingling of the two races upon terms
unsatisfactory to either LawsS permitting, and even requiring,
their Separation in places where they are liable to be brought into
contact do not necessarily imply the inferiority of either race 1o

the other”




