Second Continental Congress




The Articles of Confederation

The United States’ first organized national government

-.." ' /
-
Created a weak national
government and strong
state guvernments
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Could not
regulate trade
or collect tariffs

Allowed the
government
to raise and
maintain an
army

Federal government
could not levy or raise
faxes

Could make agreements
(Treaties) with other
countries
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Weaknesses of
The Articles of Confederation

Congress could not pass or collect taxes The government was short on money and
could not pay war debt

Approval of 9 states was needed to make a | It was difficult to have 9 states agree and
law enact laws

There was no federal court system The federal government could not settle
disputes between the sates
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Daniel Shays’ Rebellion

A rebellion that took place in Massachusetts after the American Revolution. The
rebellion focused on the collections of debt and taxes in the newly formed United
States. The rebellion showed many of the weaknesses of the new government. The
outcome of the rebellion was increased pressure to change the Articles of
Confederation. This led to the Constitutional Convention.
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Comparing the Articles of Confederation
to the Constitution

Articles of Confederation The Constitution




The Articles of Confederation




Life Under the Articles of Confederation

Spain controlled the
Mississippi River and
all land west of the
River. It shut down
river traffic to
Americans. This was
done to cripple the
economy and
convince western
territories to leave the
United states and join
Spain.
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British forces remained
stationed in Canada
ready to attack. They
refused to send their
ambassador to the US
and tried to cripple the
economy by refusing to
purchase any good from
the United States.

The Ohio Territory was settled and leaders made plans
for admitting new states. Relationships with Native
Americans were still tense.




