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Interpreting History – Document A

Directions: Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow.

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I will build a car for the great multitude. It will be large enough for the family, 

but small enough for the individual to run and care for. It will be constructed of 

the best materials, by the best men to be hired, after the simplest designs that 

modern engineering can devise. But it will be so lo

good salary will be unable to own one — and enjoy with his family the blessing of 

hours of pleasure in God's great open spaces.” 
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Document A 

Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow. 

It will be large enough for the family, 

but small enough for the individual to run and care for. It will be constructed of 

the best materials, by the best men to be hired, after the simplest designs that 

modern engineering can devise. But it will be so low in price that no man making a 

and enjoy with his family the blessing of 

-Henry Ford, 1922 
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Interpreting History – Document B

Directions: Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow

 

“No nation in the history of the world was ever 

sitting as pretty. If we want anything, all we have 

to do is go buy it on credit. So that leaves us 

without any economic problems whatsoever, 

except perhaps someday having to pay for them. 

But we are certainly not thinking of that this 

early.” 

-Will Rogers 

 Radio commentary, 
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Document B 

Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

“No nation in the history of the world was ever 

sitting as pretty. If we want anything, all we have 

to do is go buy it on credit. So that leaves us 

without any economic problems whatsoever, 

except perhaps someday having to pay for them. 

But we are certainly not thinking of that this 

 

Radio commentary, 

Percentage of American Families Owning 

Various Appliances, 1920 and 1930

Automobiles

Radios

Vacuum cleaners

Washing machines

Mechanical refrigerators

Home lighting with electricity

Central heating

Inside flush toilets

Source: Lebergott, Stanley. 1976. The American Economy: Income, Wealth, and 

Want. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
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Percentage of American Families Owning 

Various Appliances, 1920 and 1930
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Interpreting History – Document C

Directions: Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow

 

 

FIGURE 2  – UNEMPLOYMENT 

Source: Orr, Carey. Chicago Tribune. September 16, 1925.
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Document C 

Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

NEMPLOYMENT RATE (1920-1930) 

FIGURE 1  – MARGINAL 

INCOME OVER $100,

"We mean to have less of Government 

in business and more business in 

Government." 

 

-President 

“After all, the chief business of the 

American people is business. They are 

profoundly concerned with producing, 

buying, selling, investing 

in the world.” 

 
  - President

Orr, Carey. Chicago Tribune. September 16, 1925. 
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ARGINAL TAX RATE FOR THOSE WITH 

 000 

 

"We mean to have less of Government 

in business and more business in 

President Warren Harding 

 

After all, the chief business of the 

American people is business. They are 

profoundly concerned with producing, 

buying, selling, investing and prospering 

President Calvin Coolidge 
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Interpreting History – Document D

Directions: Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow

 

 

"Stock prices have reached 

what looks like a permanently 

high plateau. “ 

- Irving Fisher 

 Summer 1929 
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Document D 

Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow. 
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what looks like a permanently 
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Average Price of Selected Stocks, 1921-1929

Average Price Per Share (In Dollars)
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Interpreting History – Document E

Directions: Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow

 

 

"The farmer has to be an optimist or he wouldn't still be 

a farmer." 

 

"Every time somebody has thought of relief for the 

farmer it has been to make it so he could borrow more 

money. What he needs is some way to pay back. Not 

some way to borrow more." 

Will Rogers
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Document E 

Examine the items below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

"The farmer has to be an optimist or he wouldn't still be 

somebody has thought of relief for the 

farmer it has been to make it so he could borrow more 

money. What he needs is some way to pay back. Not 

ill Rogers 

TABLE 1  -  FARM MORTGAGE 
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