
Chapter 25 Section 1 

The Cold War Begins 

Section 3 

The Constitution 

• Identify the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation. 

• Describe the role compromise played in the 

creation of the Constitution and the struggle 

for its ratification. 

• Define the principles expressed in the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

Objectives 
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Terms and People  

• bill of rights – guarantee of basic freedoms 

• Shays’ Rebellion – 1786 armed revolt by 
Massachusetts farmers led by Daniel Shays 

• James Madison – Virginia delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention who was a key figure in 
the writing and ratification of the Constitution 

• ratify – officially approve 
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Terms and People (continued)  

• federalism – division of sovereignty between 
states and the federal government  

• separation of powers – government functions 
are divided between three branches: legislative, 
executive, and judicial 

• checks and balances – each branch can check, 
or limit, the power of the others, preventing a 
concentration of power  
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What ideas and debates led to the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights? 

Dissatisfied with British rule, the American 
colonists rebelled and created the United States 
of America with a new system of government.  
 

The enduring document they created−the 
Constitution−has guided the nation for over 
200 years.  



“THE CRISIS PERIOD”: FROM THE 

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION TO 

THE CONSTITUTION. 

US History, 1781- 1791 



Problems that the New America Faced 

 War Debt 

 Who collects taxes? 

 Who creates money? 

 Deciding on a government 

 Strong Central Government, or Give powers to States? 
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After declaring 
independence 
in 1776, each 
state wrote  
its own 
constitution.  

• They created 

governments with 

representatives 

elected by the 

people. 

• Most contained a 

bill of rights 

listing freedoms 

guaranteed to 

citizens.  
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The Articles of Confederation was the  
new nation’s first constitution.  

 
 

Congress could declare and 

conduct war and could 

regulate trade with foreign 

countries and Indian nations. 

BUT 

Congress had no real power to 

enforce laws, collect taxes, or 

form a national military. 

 

Fearing the 

abuse of power, 

the states gave 

the new federal 

government 

only limited 

authority. 

 



The Articles of Confederation - 1781 

 Proposed in 1777, it took four years for the Articles 

of Confederation to receive unanimous ratification.  

 In 1781, it became the law of the land.  

 Among its most important accomplishments:  

 1.  The Revolutionary War was won against England.  

 2.  Treaties of alliance were signed with France, Spain, 

and Holland.  

 3.  The Treaty of Paris of 1783 was signed.  

 4.  The Northwest Ordinance was made law.  



 

Congress had no power to 
tax 

  

Congress had no power to 
enforce treaties 

  

Every state, despite size has 
one vote 

  

Congress has no power to 
regulate commerce 

 \ 

Amendments requires 
unanimous vote of states 

 

 

Weak currency & increased 
debt lead to inability to pay 

army—threats of mutiny 

 

 

Populous states not equally 
represented 

 

 

Foreign countries angry 
when treaties are not 

honored 

 

 

Trade hindered by states, 
high tariffs (taxes) o n each 

other 

 
\ 

Difficult to adapt articles to 
changing needs 
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Under the 
Articles, 
Congress had 
authority over 
the Northwest 
Territory. It 
passed two 
laws to 
organize and 
govern this 
land. 



 II. GOVERNING NEW LAND 

Spanish 

U.S. 

British 

II. PLAN FOR THE WEST 

How do we manage new land west of the  

Appalachians and north of the Ohio River?  

 A. Land Ordinance of 1785 

- established a plan for 

surveying, selling & 

settling land 

B. Northwest Ordinance of 1787  

- est. a plan for dividing new territories & 

admission of new states. 

established a blueprint for future growth of the 

nation.  

Banned slavery north of the Ohio River, setting 

the stage for future conflict over slavery 
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• States taxed goods 
from other states, 
which hurt interstate 
commerce. 

• The nation could not 
pay its war debt.  

• With no national 
army, the states 
could not defend the 
nation’s borders or 
gain respect abroad. 

Problems 
emerged under 
the Articles of 
Confederation. 



Chapter 25 Section 1 

The Cold War Begins 

Section 3 

The Constitution 

In Massachusetts, farmers faced losing  

their farms when they couldn’t pay their 

debts. 

In 1786, Daniel Shays led a mob of angry farmers  

on a federal arsenal.  

Known as Shays’ Rebellion, the incident 
highlighted the weakness of the federal 

government under the Articles. 



The Whiskey Rebellion of 1794 

When farmers in 
the Western part 
of Pennsylvania 
refused to pay 
their federal 
taxes in 1794, 
George 
Washington 
personally led an 
army of over 
13,000 soldiers 
to coerce the 
people into 
paying their 
taxes – affirming 
the power of the 
federal 
government in 
the process.  
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In May 1787, state delegates met in  

Philadelphia to amend the  

Articles of Confederation.  

• Delegates 

restructured the 

national government 

in what became 

known as the 

Constitutional 

Convention.  

• Delegates disputed 

the amount of 

power to be 

retained by states 

or given to 

Congress. 



CONSTITUTIONAL  

CONVENTION 



James Madison - Father of the Constitution 

  May of 1787 

Independence Hall, Philadelphia  

 IV. CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
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Small states 
favored the  
New Jersey  

Plan. 

There would be a one-
house Congress. 

States would be 
represented as equals, no 
matter their size. 

The U.S. would remain a 
confederation of 
sovereign states with few 
powers granted to the 
national government. 

Large states 
favored 

James Madison’s 
Virginia Plan. 

Congress would be a 
bicameral legislature. 

In both houses, states 
with larger populations 
would have more 
members. 

A President would 
command the armed 
forces. 
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The Great Compromise proposed  
by Roger Sherman included: 

• a House of Representatives based on the 
Virginia Plan. More populous states would 
have more members. 

• a Senate based on the New Jersey Plan.  
Each state would have two senators. 

• the Three-Fifths Compromise counted each 
slave as three-fifths of a person for a state’s 
representation in the House. Enslaved 
people could not vote. 



1. bicameral congress - votes based 

on state pop. 

2. Congress -power to tax, & 

regulate foreign & interstate trade 

3. National Gov. - power to VETO 

any state law 

4. Executive Branch & Judicial 

Branch 

A. VIRGINIA PLAN 
B. NEW JERSEY  PLAN          

1. unicameral congress -  

 1 state, 1 vote 

2. Congress -power to tax, & 

regulate foreign & interstate 

trade 

3. Executive Branch & Judicial 

Branch 

 IV. CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
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Before the Constitution could go into effect,  

it had to be ratified by 9 of the 13 states. 

Those in favor 
were called 
Federalists. 

Opponents were 
called 

Antifederalists 

With New Hampshire’s ratification in 1788, 
the Constitution was the new law of the land. 



A. Federalists  
   - delegates pro Constitution 

   - Strong National Govt. 

B. Antifederalists  
- Against the Constitution 

- Fought for a Bill of Rights 

C. Federalists Papers- Essays written to urge delegates 

to ratify the Constitution.   Written secretly by Alexander 

Hamilton, John Jay, James Madison 

James Madison • Alexander Hamilton  Samuel Adams • Patrick Henry 

 VI. RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION 



John Jay 

The Federalist Papers 
The Federalist Papers were a series of pro-

ratification essays intended to persuade 

New York to accept the Constitution.  

James 

Madison 

“Ambition must be made to counteract ambition . . . If 

men were angels, no government would be necessary. If 

angels were to govern men, neither external nor internal 

controls would be necessary. In framing a government 

which is to be administered by men over men, the great 

difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the 

government to control the governed; and in the next 

place oblige it to control itself.” 

The Federalist Papers remains one of the finest statements on 

government and the Constitution ever written. 

 Alexander 

Hamilton 



The Federalists 

 Federalists were in favor 
of the immediate 
ratification of the 
Constitution.  Most of the 
men present at the 
Constitutional Convention 
fell into this category.  
They believed that it was 
essential to grant the 
central government more 
power quickly, and that 
the Constitution be 
ratified, without a Bill of 
Rights.   

George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and Ben Franklin were all 

Federalists, encouraging the immediate ratification of the Constitution in 1787 – 1788. 



The Antifederalists 

 Men and women who 
opposed the ratification 
of the Constitution were 
known as Antifederalists.  
Patrick Henry, Elbridge 
Gerry, George Mason, 
and Mercy Otis Warren 
were some of the most 
outspoken opponents of 
the Constitution.  Most 
sought to have a Bill of 
Rights added to the 
document. 



Antifederalists generally opposed the Constitution because they feared it would not 
guarantee individual rights.  James Madison proposed the Bill of Rights in 1789, at 
the first Congress.  Twelve amendments were proposed, and ten would be 
immediately ratified by the states two years later in 1791.  Another, the twenty-
seventh amendment to the Constitution, was passed 202 years later, in 1993. 

The Bill of Rights 



 VI. RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION 

Bill of Rights 

Formal summary of citizen’s 
rights & freedoms 

- Antifederalists feared strong 
Nat’l Govt would suppress 
speech, press, religion, trials 

- many delegates would not 
vote for ratification w/o a Bill of 
Rights  

I MAY DISAGREE 

WITH WHAT YOU 

SAY, BUT I WILL 

DEFEND TO THE 

DEATH YOUR RIGHT 

TO SAY IT. 

             —Voltaire 
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Under federalism, power was divided between the 
states and the federal government. 

The Constitution promoted a separation of 
powers into distinct executive, legislative, and 
judicial branches. Each branch has checks and 
balances on the others. 

 
 

This prevented the concentration of power in any 
one branch of the federal government.  



The Checks & Balances System 

Legislative 

Executive 

Judicial Checks the Congress 

Checks the Supreme Court 

President has power to: 
•Veto laws 
•Make treaties and foreign policy 
•Appoint federal officials 
•Propose laws 

Congress has power to: 
•Override Presidential veto 
•Reject treaties and presidential 
appointments 
•Impeach and remove President has power to: 

•Grant pardons 
•Appoint judges 

Supreme Court has power to: 
•Decide actions 
unconstitutional 
•Interpret treaties 

Supreme Court has power to: 
•Decide laws unconstitutional 

Congress has power to: 
•Propose amendments to overturn court decisions 
•Create lower courts 
•Impeach and remove 
•Reject appointments 



System of Federalism 

Delegated Powers: 
Maintain army and navy 
Declare war 
Coin money 
Regulate trade between 
states and with foreign 
nations 
Make all laws necessary for 
carrying out delegated 
powers  

Concurrent Powers: 
Enforce laws  
Establish courts 
Borrow money 
Protect the safety of the 
people 
Build roads 
Collect taxes 

Reserved Powers: 
Conduct elections 
Establish schools 
Regulate business within a 
state 
Establish local governments 
Regulate marriages 
Assume other powers not 
given to the national 
government or denied to the 
states 



5.  (June 1788) Constitution was officially 

adopted after nine states had ratified 
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Why the Feds Won -  

 1. the Articles had serious 
probs. 

 2. Feds had a specific plan - 
the Constitution 

 3. Feds were well organized  

4. Compromised w/the Bill of 
Rights 

 5. Feds had . . . 

Ratification of the        
        Constitution 

State Date 

Vote 
Delaware Dec. 7, 1787 30-0 

New Jersey Dec. 19, 1787 38-0 

Connecticut Jan. 9, 1788 128-40 

Georgia Jan. 2, 1788 26-0 

Pennsylvania Dec. 12, 1787 46-23 

Massachusetts Feb. 6, 1788 187-168 

Maryland April 28, 1788 63-11 

South Carolina May 23, 1788 149-73 

New Hampshire June 21, 1788 57-46 

Virginia June 25, 1788 89-79 

New York July 26, 1788 30-27 

North Carolina Nov. 9, 1789 184-77 

Rhode Island May 29, 1790 34-32 

Delaware Dec. 7, 1787 30-0 

New Jersey Dec. 19, 1787 38-0 

Connecticut Jan. 9, 1788 128-40 

 VI. RATIFYING THE CONSTITUTION 

George Washington 



The Chronology of Events 

1781 – The  Articles of Confederation are ratified.   

 

1786 – Shays’ Rebellion in Western Massachusetts. 

 

1787 – The Northwest Ordinance is passed.  

 

1787 – The Constitutional Convention begins.  

 

1787 – The Great Compromise  - Bicameral Congress. 

 

1787 – The Three-Fifths Compromise – Slavery in America.  



The Chronology of Events 

1787 – 1788 – The Federalist Papers are written.  

 

1788 – The Constitution is ratified and becomes the  

    law of the land.  

 

1789 – 1791 – The Bill of Rights are proposed and  

             then ratified by the states.   

 

1794 – The Whiskey Rebellion is put down by President  

            George Washington. 


