
“Our manifest destiny is to overspread the 

continent allotted by Providence for the free 

development of our yearly multiplying millions.” 
-John O’Sullivan, Democratic Review 



Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy 



Columbia, the female figure of America, leads Americans into the West and into the future by carrying the values 

of republicanism (as seen through her Roman garb) and progress (shown through the inclusion of technological 

innovations like the telegraph) and clearing native peoples and animals, seen being pushed into the darkness. 

John Gast’s American Progress, 1872 



“The whole continent of North America appears 

to be destined by Divine Providence to be peopled 

by one nation, speaking one language, professing 

one general system of religious and political 

principles, and accustomed to one general tenor 

of social usages and customs. For the common 

happiness of them all, for their peace and 

prosperity, I believe it is indispensable that they 

should be associated in one federal Union” 
-John Quincy Adams, 1811 







Polk Bursting  

Clay’s Balloon 









Election of 1844 
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Presidency:  1845-1849  

Party:  Democrat 

Age Upon Taking Office:  49 

Vice-President:  George Dallas 

Height:  5’8” 

Nicknames:                             

“Young Hickory”                

“Napoleon of the Stump” 
Sound Bite:                              

“No President who performs his duties faithfully 

and conscientiously can have any leisure.” 

RANK—#12  

Fun Fact: 

Polk suffered with an intestinal order that 

resulted in chronic diarrhea 

James K. Polk 

Birthplace:  North Carolina 
Education:  UNC  







(1845) Polk invited Texas to be 28th state 

“We have heretofore held our peace in regard to the 

annexation of Texas, for the purpose of seeing whether 

our Nation would attempt so base (evil) an action. 

We call it base, because it would be giving men that 

live upon the blood of others, an opportunity of 

dipping their hand still deeper in the sin of slavery. 

…Have we not slaves enough already?” 
-newspaper from Manchester, New Hampshire 

















“Shall this garden of beauty be suffered to lie dormant 

in its wild and useless luxuriance? …Myriads of 

enterprising Americans would flock to its rich and inviting 

prairies; the hum of Anglo-American industry would be 

heard in its valleys; cities would rise upon its plains and 

sea-coast, and the resources and wealth of the nation be 

increased in an incalculable degree.”  
-Illinois State Register 

"As to Texas I regard it as of very little value compared with 

California, the richest, the most beautiful and the healthiest 

country in the world ... with the acquisition of Upper 

California we should have the same ascendency on the Pacific 

... France and England both have had their eyes upon it.“ 

-Waddy Thompson, US minister to Mexico  

Mexicans must yield to “a superior population, 

insensibly oozing into her territories, changing 

her customs, and out-living, out-trading, 

exterminating her weaker blood.” 
-American Review 









“I have said from the first that the United States are the 

aggressors. …We have not one particle of right to be here. 

…It looks as if the government sent a small force on 

purpose to bring on a war, so as to have a pretext for 

taking California and as much of this country (Mexico) 

as it chooses, for, whatever becomes of this army, there is 

no doubt of a war between the United States and Mexico. 

…My heart is not in this business…but, as a military 

man, I am bound to execute orders.” 
-Colonel Ethan Hitchcock  



Polk called for a declaration 

of war on Mexico 

Mexico “has passed the boundary 

of the United States, has invaded 

our territory, and shed American 

blood upon the American soil.” 
-James K. Polk 
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Cost us a $10,000 

bribe to Santa Anna 

just to negotiate (he 

used the money for 

his defenses) 
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