


Church attendance was high (1850 = 75% pop.) 







“The only true church 

organization is when heads and 

hearts unite in working for the 

welfare of the human-race.” 

-Lydia Maria Child 



“Spiritual Reform From Within” 

[Religious Revivalism] 

Social Reforms & Redefining the Ideal of Equality 

Temperance 

Asylum & 

Prison Reform 

Abolitionism 

Women’s Rights 

Education 





“Riding a hardy pony or horse” with 

their “Bible, hymn-book, and Discipline.” 
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Charles Grandison Finney a famous preacher 

who led massive revivals in Rochester & NYC 





Tax-supported primary school was opposed 

because poor people might benefit without paying 



Public education gained support once the poor 

allowed to vote (they needed to be educated) 



children are clay in the hands  

of teachers and school officials 

children should be “molded”  

into a state of perfection 

discouraged corporal punishment 

established state teacher-

training programs 



“None of us was ‘lowed to see a book 

but we gits hold of that Webster’s old 

speller and we studies it.” 
-slave 
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2nd Great Awakening inspired reformers to 

combat tobacco, alcohol, profanity, transit of mail 

on Sabbath, women’s rights, polygamy, medicines 

“A peaceable man can hardly venture to eat 

or drink, …to correct his child or kiss his 

wife, without obtaining the permission…of 

some moral or other reform society.” 
-Henry Bellows, Unitarian minister 
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"I proceed, Gentlemen, briefly to call your attention 

to the present state of Insane Persons confined within 

this Commonwealth, in cages, stalls, pens! Chained, 

naked, beaten with rods, and lashed into obedience."  
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Neal S. Dow                                             

“Father of Prohibition” 



“The time of action is now. We have to 

sow the fields—the harvest is sure. The 

greatest triumph of this progression is 

redeeming woman from her inferior 

position and placing her side by side 

with man, a help-mate for him in all his 

pursuits.” 
-Sarah Hale, 1846 











Women’s movement led by Lucretia Mott, 
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Susan B. Anthony  



Elizabeth Cady Stanton  



Elizabeth Blackwell (1st female med. graduate), 



Margaret Fuller  



“The costume of women should be suited to her wants 

and necessities. It should conduce at once to her 

health, comfort, and usefulness; and, while it should 

not fail also to conduce to her personal adornment,   

it should make that end of secondary importance.” 



“Women, generally, are neither by nature, 

nor habit, nor education, nor by their 

necessary condition in society fitted to 

perform this duty (voting) with credit to 

themselves or advantage to the public.” 
-NJ State Assembly 



“The history of mankind is a history of repeated 

injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward 

woman, having in direct object the establishment of 

an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let 

facts be submitted to a candid world. He has never 

permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the 

elective franchise. …He has made her, if married, in 

the eye of the law, civilly dead. …He has denied her 

the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all 

colleges being closed against her…” 
-Declaration of Sentiments 













 Give freedom to the slave. 
 

 Give well-being to the poor and the miserable. 
 

 Give learning to the ignorant. 
 

 Give health to the sick. 
 

 Give peace and justice to society. 





“We live in…division, in parts, in 

particles. Meantime within man is the 

soul of the whole; the wise silence; the 

universal beauty, to which every part 

and particle is equally related, the 

eternal ONE. We see the world piece by 

piece, as the sun, the moon, the animal, 

the tree; but the whole, of which these 

are shining parts, is the soul.” 





On the Duty of Civil Disobedience 

Disobedience is the true 

foundation of liberty. The 

obedient must be slaves.  

If the machine of government 

is of such a nature that it 

requires you to be the agent 

of injustice to another, then, 

I say, break the law.  





Harriet  

Beecher Stowe 

Frederick  

Douglass 

Sojourner  

Truth 

William  

Garrison 

Speeches, Newspapers and Books 

Were Used to Oppose Slavery 

The  Abolitionists 

Harriet Tubman John Brown 
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Northerners liked the race but not the individual. 

Southerners hated the race but not the individual. 



By 1850, American 

slaves were worth 

$1.3 billion, one-fifth 

of the nation's wealth. 

“One-sixth of the population of the United States are 

slaves, looked upon as property, as nothing but property. 

The cash value of these slaves, at a moderate estimate, 

is two billion dollars. This amount of property value has 

vast influence on the minds of its owners, very naturally. 

The same amount of property would have an equal 

influence upon us if owned in the North. Human nature is 

the same-people at the South are the same as those at 

the North, barring the difference in circumstances.” 
-Abraham Lincoln 







“I maintain that men and women are equal. But 

we are much in the situation of the slave. Man 

has asserted and assumed authority over us.” 
-Sarah Grimke 





Many historians regard Weld as the 

most important figure in the 

abolitionist movement…, but his 

passion for anonymity long made him 

an unknown figure in American history. 



The US Constitution is “A 

covenant with death and an 

agreement with Hell” because it 

implicitly accepted racial bondage. 
-William Lloyd Garrison 









“Let no man of us budge one step, and let 

slave-holders come to beat us from our 

country. America is more our country, 

than it is the whites — we have enriched it 

with our blood and tears. The greatest 
riches in all America have arisen from our 

blood and tears: — and will they drive us 

from our property and homes, which we 

have earned with our blood?” 

Georgia offered a reward of 

$10,000 to anyone who would 

deliver Walker alive and $1,000 

to anyone who would kill him. 

In 1830, Walker was found 

dead near the doorway of his 

shop in Boston. 
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“I know that it feels a kind o’ hissin’ and ticklin’ like 

to see a colored woman get up and tell you about 

things, and Women’s Rights. We have all been thrown 

down so low that nobody thought we’d get up again; 

but…we will come up again, and now I’m here. …We’ll 

have our rights, see if we don’t; and you can’t stop 

us from them; see if you can. You may hiss as much 

as you like, but it’s comin’. …I am sittin’ among you 

to watch; and every once and awhile I will come out 

and tell you what time of night it is…” 
-Sojourner Truth responding to boos and threats during her speech 

at the 4th National Woman’s Rights Convention in NYC, 1853 

Isabella 
Baumfree 
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When I was a child, I had a number of thoughts. “Why am I a 

slave? Why are some people slaves, and others masters? Was there 

ever a time when this was not so? How did the relation commence? 

 

Once, however, engaged in the inquiry, I was not very long in finding 

out the true solution of the matter. It was not color, but crime, 

not God, but man, that afforded the true explanation of the 

existence of slavery; nor was I long in finding out another 

important truth; …what man can make, man can unmake. 

  

I distinctly remember being, even then, most strongly impressed with 

the idea of being a free man some day. This cheering assurance was 

an inborn dream of my human nature-a constant menace to 

slavery-and one which all the powers of slavery were unable to 

silence or extinguish.” 

-Frederick Douglass 





“Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? What 

have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? What, to the American slave, 

is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, 

the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a 

sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your 

sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciation of tyrants, brass fronted 

impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your 

sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are, to Him, mere 

bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy-a thin veil to cover up crimes which would 

disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices more 

shocking and bloody than are the people of the United States, at this very hour. Go where you 

may, search where you will, roam through all the monarchies and despotisms of the Old World, 

travel through South America, search out every abuse, and when you have found the last, lay 

your facts by the side of the everyday practices of this nation, and you will say with me, that, 

for revolting barbarity and shameless hypocrisy, America reigns without a rival.” 

Frederick Douglass’ 4th of July Speech 







“I should fight for…liberty as 

long as my strength lasted and 

when the time came for me to go, 

the Lord would let them take me.” 
-Harriet Tubman 



















"America's first 

domestic terrorist" 

"Brown's action was 

one of great idealism 

and placed him in the 

company of the great 

liberators of mankind." 

"an American who gave his 

life that millions of other 

Americans might be free" 

Brown was "simply part of a 

very violent world.” He was 

“a bad tactician, a bad 

strategist, he's a bad planner, 

he's not a very good general-

but he's not crazy" 

"In the late 1850s a new type of 

political assassin appeared in the 

United States. He did not murder 

the mighty--but the obscure. his 

purposes were…to force the 

nation into a new political 

pattern by creating terror." 

Brown was “fanatical, 

monomaniacal, a zealot, and 

psychologically unbalanced.” 





"I think that for once the Sharp's rifles 

and the revolvers were employed in a 

righteous cause. The tools were in the 

hands of one who could use them…     

He has a spark of divinity in him.“          

-Henry David Thoreau 





 






