


Chapter 25 Section 1 

The Cold War Begins The Union in Crisis 

Section 2 

• Trace the growing conflict over the issue of 
slavery in the western territories.  

 
• Analyze the importance of the Dred Scott 

decision. 
  
• Explain how the election of Abraham Lincoln 

in 1860 led to secession. 
 

Objectives 
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Terms and People  

• Wilmot Proviso – proposed, but rejected, 1846 

bill that would have banned slavery in the territory 
won from Mexico in the Mexican-American War  

• Free-Soil Party – antislavery political party of the 

mid-1800s 

• Compromise of 1850 – political agreement that 

allowed California to be admitted as a free state 
by allowing popular sovereignty in the territories 
and enacting a stricter fugitive slave law; undid 
the Missouri Compromise 
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Terms and People (continued)   

• popular sovereignty – political policy that 
permitted the residents of federal territories to 
decide whether or not to allow slavery 

• Harriet Beecher Stowe – abolitionist author of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin  

• Kansas-Nebraska Act – 1854 law that divided 

the Nebraska Territory into Kansas and Nebraska 
giving voters in each territory the right to decide 
whether or not to allow slavery 
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Terms and People (continued)  

• Dred Scott v. Sandford – 1857 Supreme Court 

ruling that slaves were property, the federal 
government could not ban slavery in any territory, 
and the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional 

• Abraham Lincoln – Republican who was elected 

President in 1860 

• John Brown – abolitionist executed for leading an 

1859 attack on a federal arsenal in Harper’s Ferry, 
Virginia 

• secede – to withdraw formally from a membership 

in a group or an organization 
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How did the issue of slavery divide 
the Union? 

Regional differences in the U.S widened in the 
1800s, with the North developing an industrial 
economy and the South depending on 
plantation agriculture and slavery.  

In time, conflict over the issue of slavery led 
to the Civil War. 
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• The failed Wilmot 
Proviso would have 
prohibited slavery in 
the new territories, 
while allowing it to 
continue in the South. 

The question of slavery in the West became a 
major issue after the Mexican-American War. 

• In 1848, a new political 
party called the Free-
Soil Party called for 
“free soil, free speech, 
free labor and free men.”  





“The madmen of the North…have, 

we fear, cast the die and numbered 

the days of this glorious Union.” 
-Richmond Enquirer, regarding Wilmot Proviso 











7.  Whigs nominated General Zachary Taylor 



Slavery is an institution of “aristocratic 

men” and a danger to “the great mass of 

the people (because it)…threatens the 

general and equal distribution of our lands 

into convenient family farms.” 
-Abijah Beckwith, free-solier 



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2f/Smoking_him_out.jpg




//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/73/ElectoralCollege1848.svg


Presidency:  1849-1850  

Party:  Whig 

Age Upon Taking Office:  64 

Vice-President:  Millard Fillmore 

Height:  5’8” 

Nicknames:                             

“Old Rough & Ready” 

Sound Bite:                              
“Tell him to got to Hell.” (responding to Mexican 

general Santa Anna’s demand to surrender) 

RANK—#29  

Fun Fact: 

Taylor wore clothes so tattered and torn that 

he was often mistaken as a farmer and he 

was the last US president who owned slaves. 

Zachary Taylor 

Education:  none 

Birthplace:  Virginia 
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In 1850, California sought statehood, 
which threatened the balance between 
free and slave states in Congress. 

The Compromise 
of 1850 allowed 
California to enter      
as a free state, while  
other new territories   
decided the issue of 
slavery through 
popular sovereignty. 

The Fugitive 
Slave Act  
required citizens 
to help 
apprehend 
runaway slaves. 





























16.  The weak Millard 

Fillmore became president 



Presidency:  1850-1853  

Party:  Whig 
Age Upon Taking Office:  50 

Vice-President:  N/A 

Height:  5’9” 

Nicknames:                             

“His Accidency” 
Sound Bite:                               

“It is a national disgrace that our presidents, after 

having occupied the highest position in the country, 

should be cast adrift, and, perhaps, be compelled to 

keep a corner grocery for subsistence.” 

RANK—#37  

Fun Fact: 

Queen Victoria of England once 

remarked that Fillmore was the most 

handsome man she had ever met. 

Millard Fillmore 

Birthplace:  New York  
Education:  Elementary School  













people who were ordered to help catch the slave 

had to do so — even if they didn’t want to 

the federal commissioner who 

handled the case got $5 if the 

slave was free and $10 if not 

fleeing slaves couldn’t 

testify on own behalf 



The Fugitive Slave Law 
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In 1854, the Kansas-
Nebraska Act allowed 
popular sovereignty in 
Kansas and Nebraska, 
causing proslavery and 
antislavery settlers to 
flock to Kansas.  

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, an antislavery 
novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe, 

increased opposition to slavery. 
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In 1861, Kansas 
entered the Union 

as a free state. 

Violence between 
the two sides 

earned the 
territory the 

nickname 
“Bleeding Kansas.” 

By 1856, Kansas had two governments, one 
proslavery, the other antislavery. 

















//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ec/CSumner.jpg










Shawnee 

Topeka 



11.  (1856) pro-slavery raiders attacked 

Lawrence, KS (“Bleeding Kansas” had begun) 
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• Brown was arrested, 
tried, found guilty of 
treason, and executed. 

• Abolitionists saw him 
as a heroic martyr to 
the antislavery cause. 

• The sympathy he 
received in the North 
enraged southerners. 

Hoping to inspire a 
slave revolt, radical 
white abolitionist  
John Brown  
in 1859 tried to 
seize a federal 
arsenal in Harper’s 
Ferry, Virginia. 











Kansas 





“The slave power dares anything, 

and it can be conquered only by the 

united masses of the people. From 

Congress to the people, I appeal.” 



"Mr. Sumner, I have read your 

speech twice over carefully. It 

is a libel on South Carolina…” 







Chapter 25 Section 1 

The Cold War Begins The Union in Crisis 

Section 2 

In 1856, Democrat 
James Buchanan 
ran for President. 

                        
His opponent was 
John C. Frémont 
of the new 
Republican Party. 

Although Frémont lost, the Republican 
Party—which opposed the extension of 
slavery into the western territories— 
gained new popularity.  
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In 1857, the Dred Scott v. Sandford 
decision widened divisions between North 
and South. 

• The Supreme Court ruled against Scott, stating 
that slaves were property, not citizens. 

• The Court also said that the federal government 
could not ban slavery in any territory. 







Born in 

Virginia 
Moved to 

Missouri 

Moved to Illinois 

(slavery banned by 

Northwest Ordinance) 

Moved to Wisconsin 

(slavery banned by 

Missouri Compromise) 



Moved to 

Missouri 
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