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The end of the Civil War brought social changes fo the South. Many Seutherners lost everything in the
war, and former slaves now had their freedom. Most white Southerners dealt with the defeat with grief and
disrnay. Loved ones were killed, and property was destroyed. Over one=fifth of the South's population that
were of military age died during the war. No one had seen this loss of life before. Over 260,000 men had died
fighting for the Confederacy. Many more were wounded, and several suffered
injuries that would prevent them from returning to a normal life. Many women had
performed new duties during the war, such as running the farnily farm or
business, becouse their husbands had left to fight. Some erfered o profession such
as teaching or nursing. After the war, many women continued in these roles
Confaderats prames o Conbrentlle because either their husbands were killed, or they had to continue o help support

Virginia (1862). the family Women also had to help husbands and sens who survived ndq:fl' fo the
redlity of defeat. Some white Southerners looked to a future in a New South, but | iy
others held onto their view of the Confederacy and remembered a Lost Cause.
Confederate cermeteries and memaorial days were established to recognize the
Confederate war effort. Confederate Generdl Robert E. Lee became the most popular §
figure to memorialize the Lost Cause. Many Southerners viewed the defeat as a great |
tragedy. Some even decided to emigrate to other countries in Europe, Mexico, and
Brazil after the war.

Tensions often arose between Southern whites and freedmen. Mary Southern
whites did ot agree with freedmen having the same rights as them. They resisted equal
rights and refused fo accept African Americans in their society. Not only were marny
Southerners angry about how African Americans were given rights, they were also upset
with the involvernent of Northerners in their lives.

Confederate conetery, Magnolia
Cometery, in Charleston, 5C.

Mow that African Americans were free, they locked forward fo living their lives as
they pleased Mary were very cautious once the war ended. *We wos afraid to move. Just
like..turthes affer emancipation. Just stick our heads out fo see how the land lay” is what
one freedman said. During slovery, they were forbidden fo travel without a pass, and the R —
roads had been heavily patrolled. However, ofter the war, they were free to come and go B
as they wanted Many freedmen moved becouse they wanted fo leave the plantations they A Happy Family {c.1566)
were forced to work, and they moved fo cities where they could find other jobs. Many families had been torn
opart during slavery, so many freedmen fook advantoge of being able To freely travel to find loved ores. The
Freedman's Bureau helped farnilies reunite, and African American newspapers would print notices about missing
relatives. Often times, though, lost family members were never found After the war, freedmen no longer had to
worry about r‘a|a+nre5 being sold, and they could now legally marry who they wanted,

Becouse slaves were punished if they tried fo learn how fo read and write,

almost B0/ of freedmen over the ages of 20 were iliterate in I870. D.Jr‘mg

! ﬁ.ﬁ‘ucan-ﬁumr‘lmn churches At first most teachers in these schonls were

e | Morthern white women, but by IB69 there were more African-Americon teachers

i‘iﬂﬁiﬁ"ﬁl’:i‘fmi than whites. Some Southern whites did not want African Americans fo beceme

Virginia. educated, so they uzed viclence and threats fo try fo keep them away from
schools. Despite this, more than 600,000 Africon Americans were enrolled in elernertary schools by 877
Mot only were schools founded, churches and volunteer organizations were as well During slavery, slaves
attended church services with their white owners However, of ten the preachers would fell them fo obey their
masters, so many slaves began fo held their own private *praise meetings” When the war ended, mary
freedmen established their own churches, often Baptist or Methodist, and held services very similar to the praise
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I rmeetings. African-American preachers becarme very influertial cormmunity leaders
] becouse they were able o completely control the churches. They offen played a
N larger political role in the courtry, oo, African Americans organized their own fire
| companies, trade associations, political organizations, and drama groups %o help
; ; foster independence and offer freedmen leadership roles that had been denied fo
| thern during lavery.

Tnterior of ﬁ;.ﬁmlt;lﬁ-imu Even though African Americans were given many freedams once
Chuerch in Richmond, Virginia.  clavery was outlawed, they still foced severe discrimination and increasing vielence.
Serme white Southerners joined a social dub for Confaderate veterans called the Ku
Khux Klan (KKK Tt began in Tennessee in 1866, and it quickly spread to have chapters
in several Southern states. The KKK became a viclent terrorist organization. In two
years, every Southern state had KKK chapters. Their main goal was to resfore white
supremacy, and they also wanted o prevent African Americans from exercising their
political rights. There were other violent groups, but the KKK cormmitted sorme of the

TR I ocT birutal acts of violence in Armerican history. IF was rot only ex-Confederate

"aﬁ““;‘;':‘;’g":gm soldiers who joined these groups. Ministers, merchants, military officers, Democratic
member (c.1872). peliticians, and other professionals fook part in the viclent activities. Klansmen often

wore robes that covered their full bodies, including their heads, so that no ene would recognize thern and to
gppear more menacing. Crosses were usually worn on their robes. Between 868 and 1871, thousands of men,
wornen, and children were killed. Lynchings were freguent, with many victirme hanged. Schosls, churches, and
horres were burned. African Americans were the largest targeted group, but whites whe helped African
Armericans were also ot risk. IT o white person educated African Armericans, rerted land to them, or bought
their crops, they would become targets.

The KEK alse warted to remave the Eepublican Party from power. Klansmen were angry becouse the
Republicans had implemented o Reconstruction plan they did not like. For example, Republican John Stephens, a
white senator from North Careling, made public that aver 3,000 African Americans had supported and veted
for him, and he began to receive death threats. Stephens wos assassinated in [B70. The KKK used viclence fo
infimidate Kepublicans and African Americans before elections. During the IB68 presidential election, Klansmen
assassinated Arkanses congressman Jarmes M. Hinds, three South Careling legislators, and sther Eepublican
leaders. African Americans were oo frightened to go To the polls fo vete in Georgia and Louisiana, and
Democrats won both states. During the 1B75 state elections, the KKK led riots in the cities ond openly attacked
Republican and Africon-American leaders. Mary African Americans were terrified and did not vote, which
resulted in white Democratic candidates sweeping the election. The KKK used similar toctics in Florida, South
Caroling, and Louisiana o win the 1876 elections. By B77, Democrats had cortrol of all Southern governments.

The federal government did try to sfop the vislence by passing a series of Enforcement Acts in (870 and
1871 One act called for federal supervision of elections in Southern states, and another one gave Fresident
Uhysses S. Grant the power fo use federdl froops in areas where the KKK and other terrorist groups were
active. President Grant did not enforce these acts frequertty, though, and in 1876, the Supreme Court ruled in
US. v Crulkshank that only states, not the federal government, could presecute individuals under the Ku Klux Klan
het of 1871 As a result;, many of these crirmes wert unpunished by the Southern state governments,

Az the American economy went info a depression in 873, many Northerners began to grow tired of
Reconstruction efforts and equality for African Americans. Racism began To emerge in the North, and
derogatory images of African Americans becarme more frequent and acceptable in the North, When arti-
Reconstruction viclence occurred again in IB7/H and 1875, many Nertherners did not want the federal goverrnmert
fo become involved. Then in 1882, the Supreme Court ruled the Enforcements Acts unconstitutional By the early
IB8Os, viclence from the KKK and other groups hod decreased, but it wasn't because of legislature. It was
because they had manoged fo restore white supremacy throughout the South, and the viclence was net needed
now that white supremacists were in contral.




