
End of World War I:  
Treaty of Versailles 





Wilson’s Fourteen Points  



            Fourteen Points  
 

 

1. No secret trade agreements  
 

2. Maintain freedom of the seas 
 

3. Lower tariffs to encourage free trade  
 

4. Arms should be reduced in order to 
decrease militarism 

 

5. Colonial policies should consider interests 
of colonial people as well as imperialist 
interests  

The first five points 
addressed the 

causes of the war 



Fourteen Points 

Points 6-13:  

-- boundary changes: idea of self-determination, that is, 
letting nations and their people make their own 
political decisions. 

 

Point 14:  

-- creation of an international organization to address 
diplomatic crisis (League of Nations) . The League of 
Nations was an association (group) of nations to 
protect the independence of member nations.  



Treaty of Versailles: 1919 
 

 Blamed Germany for causing war. Forced to pay 
reparations (war damages) to Allies $33 Billion 
 

 Germany forced to de-militarize 
 

Weaknesses of Treaty: 
 Germany humiliated worldwide. Adolf Hitler (a soldier 

during the war) vows revenge… 
 

 Bolshevik government in Russia felt the Allies ignored 
need to get land back: determined to regain former 
territory lost during WWI 

 

 Germany stripped of colonial possessions and lost land 
(ignoring self-determination).  

 



Senate Rejects Treaty of Versailles  

 Henry Cabot Lodge was suspicious of joint economic 
and military action against aggression. Senator Lodge 
and a number of Senators feared that membership in 
the League of Nations would force the U.S. into other 
peoples problems.  He did not want to be thrown into 
another war and wanted the right to declare war.  

 

 Wilson went on speaking tour to gain popular support 
for treaty, but suffered a stroke. His illness prevented 
him from active role in treaty debate. 
 

 











Support for Adolf Hitler in 
Germany grows…  

 Post war economic conditions were poor  

– Depression in 1923; many out of work 

–  Money became worthless (people burned for fuel) 

  

 Poor Conditions: search for scapegoats 

– Blamed Jewish people and socialists  

 

 Isolationism: Americans wanted “normalcy”. 1933 
Hitler rose to power with the Nazi party (U.S. wanted 
to stay out of problems)  

 


