
Emergence of Modern America 

When you see the pencil appear, fill 
in the information in red on your 

info- graphic guided notes page. 





The Transcontinental Railroad 
     Railroad that crossed the 

continent and connected the 

economies of the east and west. 

Union Pacific 
Central Pacific 

© Karalynn Tyler 2016 



The Transcontinental Railroad 

Union Pacific: 

     Built west from Nebraska. 

Hired former soldiers, freed slaves, 

and Irish immigrants. 



The Transcontinental Railroad 

Central Pacific: 

     Built east from California. 

More than 12,000 Chinese 

laborers recruited to build the 

railroad. 



The Transcontinental Railroad 

Promontory, Utah: 

    Where the Union Pacific and 

Central Pacific lines connected. 



The Transcontinental Railroad 

Time Zones: 

     Regulated telling time by 

dividing the U.S. into time zones. 

1869 
 

 

Transcontinental 

Railroad was 

completed. 



Homesteaders 

Homestead Act 

passed in 1862. 
 

Offered Farmers 

160 acres of land 

in the West. 
 

Settlers must 

clear the land 

and farm for 5 

years. 





Miners and 
Ranchers Gold & Silver 

found throughout 

the west. 
 

Boom towns 

brought new 

businesses 

West. 
 

Ranchers 

brought cattle to 

“cow towns” to 

be shipped east. 
African-American 

cowboy 

Nat Love 





American Indian Lands 1850 American Indian Lands 1865 American Indian Lands 1880 American Indian Lands Today 



George Custer 

Led the U.S. Army at the 

Battle of Little Bighorn 



American 
Indians Hunters killed 

herds of buffalo- 

The Plains 

Indians’ main 

food source. 
 

Wars took place 

as Indian tribes 

resisted being 

forced onto 

reservations. 



Optional Online Video Resources 

• Modern Marvels: Transcontinental Railroad 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oi40dooQwYg 

• Biography: The Real Wild West- Crazy Horse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kye44IFzJ1k 

• Biography: The Real Wild West- George Custer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4ek1gFNS-M 

• Smithsonian: Love on the Range (Portraying Nat 
Love 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3N8V5_idt0 
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