Emergence of I\/Iodern America
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th of th e

Settlers had been gradually moving west into terr“
obtained during the e anifest Destmﬂ\llth the rise of

w motivesinithe early 1860’s, Congress and

» approval for federal funding to build a
ai ross the continent. This
iiinscon| tal railroad would*trite thei tridlized
—— Ar- al-resources f u . l- -
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ontinent and connected the

economies of the east and west.

o Uhjion Pacii‘ic
Central Pacific
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“With the Pacmc Rallway
to two companies to bund ?he Transcontmental Railroad. The
Uniion Pacific would link'to'e

~west from Neb?‘ika The Central Pacmc would start |n
- Sacramento, Cali &@a‘fﬁﬁ lild east. The

the railroad compamesL fe_deral Fand whlch would then be
divided.up and s‘Tﬁ’ off to sqttlw businessmen.
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‘Act |’n ’18?7‘= Congress gave fundmg




@%@@@ | Raiload

The Unlon dACITIC starte The Transcontinental Rallroad

Union Pacific: /

Built west from Nebraska.
Hired former soldiers, freed slaves,
and Irish immigrants.

were |I‘ISh miﬁﬁgra ts. O%
immigrants, former Civil War
soldiers, and freed slaves
joined them.
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4] Central Pacific:

Built east from California.

. 2 ) iy p More than 12,000 Chinese

gyada t Cr:leBk /] laborers recruited to build the
WT,X f’“ ey g ST railroad.
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Aﬁffécmc employed mbfe thahe 2]
_ tlagted trees =/ — WYY
shof’-_.eled dirt, blasted"?_,.’nels and | 7 \\" -
Iald thousands of mlie§ of track. .
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"A . The Transcontinental Railroad

hl Raslrced

Promontory, Utah:

Where the Union Pacific and
Central Pacific lines connected.

- Iogether in | tah Terntory at " | poO .*cal-led Promontory
Sumrmt A golden spike was driven in to complete the nearly
2,000 miles of track for the transcontinental railroad.
Ultimately, the railroad would expand to add more lines
across the continent. New settlers would flood into the west
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and establish towns and cities.



Regulated telling time by
dividing the U.S. into time zones.

1869

G -
L Transcontinental
i Railroad was
completed.

Central

- IEN
""‘J’ ailroads also ch fna’ drprlsmg way- they
e

altered time rallroads eac;h"communlty set time
based on the pOSItlon of the sur;gf«éilt railroads needed to be
able to schedule the departuﬂé and arrival of trains. To solve
} this, the railroad com15‘§n|es set up Standard Time and
27 p ftkwded the United States into four time zones.




llroa\-di hey

Fa'n ontlnental ra

ThIS new Iaw offered farming
famllles 160 acres of federal land m
Homestead Act [ QRN CE _the West. All they: had to do was
| passedin 1862. B T establish a WOI‘kInQ hbmestead by
B Offered Farmers [f8 ‘, & clearlng the land, bundlng a home'
e v R and farming the land for five years.
The Homestead Act drew settlers

Settlers must T N '-'~-__ A
clear the land  [FECEEEE '-;z'-_;,;;; ~.~west and attracted foreign

and farm for 5 |mm|grants with the promise of

~ years.

: “Jland qwnershlp By 1910, the
A number of farms in the U.S. had
= trlpled to,more than 6 m|II|on
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GRanchsrser

found throughout
the west.

Boom towns

brought new

businesses
West.

e f»tsgt';éaﬂ
“‘"profltableﬁ;arket for

A\ \ beef. Con Towns appeared along

railroad lines where. cowboys

%ul ;rlerd c,’ﬁtt[e-to s'hrp east.
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dep&n@ed onthe blson for food and were
’5' horrified by the slaughter. By 1880 the __
buffalo had all but vamshed and the Pldin ot




ranchers, and
~ miners west, the Plains
Indians watched their land
=" " andresourées get snatched
' up once again. Plains Indians
= - hated the idea of living on
e W - : " ~reservations and many tribes
___The Federal Government promised annuity resisted. The U.S. Army was

payments to Indians on reservations. Often" *_sent to force the Indians onto
the promised food and money fatled to arrive-_ - the reservations and a
Federal agents in charge of distributing the . number of battles took place
payments sometimes were dishonest and sold between American Ind'ians
the food and supplies to white settlers. and the U.S. Military.
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_ . Mil k place ir

Led the U.S. Army at the  [ECESSN N ey tor? E alce >
Battle of Little Bighorn B T T Qgr?ea” &= ittle

d in the
rs~of'B§Rota Territory. Within

it mw ttler s.h-ad‘FUShe.drfé‘ try
i sf and swau' onto the

nétlve people s land. Instead of
restricting the miners, the government
‘wanted to force.the Indians out. In June of
1876, George Custer spotted an Indian
camp'of Dakota and Cheyenne and
decided to attack immediately. The battle
as a disaster for the U.S. soldiers. The
Dakota and Cheyenne were led by Sitting
Bull and Crazy Horse. They surrounded
Custer’s men and killed all 211 soldiers.
This battle became nicknamed “Custer’s
Last Stand.”



r victory for the Plams Indlans The
- government respol ded by increasing
1tary.presence in the West. In 1877,
" Crazy Horse surrendered and Sitting Bull
American d h ﬂe,d.to.fean"ada An*1881,
HuME¥3Niled "tﬁé.‘f(aﬁnng band retm-ﬂef d and
herds of buffalo- surrendered to the U.S: Army and were

The Plains 2
Indians’ main escorted onto reservatlons The Federal

food source. Government |g,nored all previous treaties
and Congress took the Black Hills and 40
Wars took place s |4
as Indian tribes million acres.
resisted being In 1887, Congress passed the Dawes Act.

g forced onto o This new law divided up reservations to
‘ ~ give individual Indians their own land to
farm. It also created boarding schools for
American Indian children. The purpose
was to encourage natives to adopt white
culture.



Optional Online Video Resources

* Modern Marvels: Transcontinental Railroad
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0i40dooQwYg
* Biography: The Real Wild West- Crazy Horse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kye44I|FzJ1k

* Biography: The Real Wild West- George Custer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4ek1gFNS-M

* Smithsonian: Love on the Range (Portraying Nat
Love

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3N8V5 idt0
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