
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Earliest Americans 

• _________________________________ were living in America  between 15,000-30,000 years ago 

• Nomadic until they learned how to plant and raise crops. 

• Agriculture Civilizations 

• Diverse and Unique Cultures 

o __________________ 

o Housing 

o __________________ 

o Food 

Age of Exploration 

• ______ Europe was interested in _________ for spices, perfumes, fine silks, and jewels 

• Hoped to find a ___________________ through that would bypass Italy and the Middle East 

• __________________ launched a wave of European ___________________ and settlement 

• Cortez Mexico 

• Pizarro Peru 

• Ponce Florida 

• Vasquez Southwest 

• Hernando Southeast 

European Impact 

• Europeans in the Americas had both _____________ and ____________ ____________________.  

– Positives: the exchange of new ________, farming methods, ____________, and technology.  

– Negative: Native American population was exposed to ___________ that they had no 

_________________ to 

Disease 

• Disease would kill of ______% of the Native American _____________________.  

• They had never been ______________ to such _____________ before and had no immunity to them 

Establishing Colonies 

• By the 1600s the French and English had established colonies in the eastern part of North America 

• They began importing ____________________ to grow _________, rice, cotton, and ____________ 

(cash crops). 

Why Africans as Slaves? 

1. Africans had __________________________ to European diseases 

2. Had experience ______________________ 

3. Less likely to escape because they didn’t ____________________________ 

4. Their _____________________ made it easier to catch them if they escaped 

Forced Journey 

• During the 15th century Africans were captured, ________________ and _________________ to 

the New World. 

• ______% of the Africans onboard would not survive the journey 

Jamestown- First lasting settlement, in Virginia 

First Settlements 

• Quebec • _________________ • Louisiana 

Pilgrims  

• Some Puritans, called _________________, were being persecuted by the King.  

• 1620 Pilgrims, set sail for America on the _______________ and settled off the coast of Cape Cod. 

• Left England to gain religious freedom 

• Drew up a plan for self-government known as the _____________________________ 

 Converging Cultures: What impact did the arrival of immigrants have on the converging cultures? 

 Converging Cultures Answer the Qs 
in the margin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How were Native 
American Tribes different 
from region to region? 

 

 

 

 

 

What were some of the 
positive and negative 
consequences of the 
arrival of Europeans in 
the New World? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would cash crops 
have affected the 
increase in colonial 
population? 
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13 Colonies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New England Colonies 

• Wanted to keep their ____________ unit together and practice their 

____________________. 

•  ___________________, who led very ____________________.  

• Not dependent on other people for much.  

Middle Colonies 

• Looking to practice their own religion (___________________ mainly) or to make ___________.  

• Many of these people didn't bring their families with them from England and were the perfect 

workers for the ________________ required in _________________ and __________________.  

• Mixture of religions, including _____________, ______________, Lutherans,_________, and others  

Maryland 

• Lord _________________, founded _______________ founded as a place of refuge for __________ 

• In 1649, Maryland passed the __________________ Act, which granted religious toleration to all 

_________________. 

Southern Colonies 

• Main motivation was to make the _______________ that was available in the new American market.  

• They brought their _______________ to live on __________________.  

• Baptists and Anglicans  

Reasons People Moved to America 

1. ________________________ 

• Were not allowed to practice their beliefs in their old country 

• America is less discriminatory  on religious beliefs 

• example: Colony of Maryland was founded as a place for Catholic Refugees 

2. _______________________ 

• America offered an abundance of raw and natural materials 

• Colonists could make good money by growing cash crops such as tobacco , sugar, and cotton 

3. _______________________ 

• In Europe only the wealthy could own land 

• In America it did not matter your background or where you came from. Anyone could own land 

Triangular Trade 

• Colonial merchants developed a triangular trade, ________________________ between the 

_________________, ________________, Caribbean sugar planters, and _______________.  

• This trade led to increased colonial _____________, business investment, and the growth of ______ 

Enslaved People 

• Enslaved Africans arrived in the colonies as early as _______.  

• 1775 ___________ made up _____ percent of the population.  

• Slave codes denied slaves rights  

– Cannot own ______________ 

– No _____________________ 

– Cannot __________________ 

– Restricted ________________ 

 

 

 

 

Answer the Qs 
in the margin. 
 
What impact did religion 

make on each of the  3 

colonies? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What 3 factors influenced 

Europeans to move to 

America?  

 

 

 

 
How did the triangular 

trade benefit the 
colonies?  

 

_________ COLONIES 

New York        
New Jersey   
Pennsylvania  Delaware 

_____________ COLONIES 
Maine              
New Hampshire      
Massachusetts  
Rhode Island    
Connecticut  

_____________COLONIES 

Maryland       

Virginia       

 North Carolina 

 South Carolina   

Georgia 

SUMMARY- Summarize your notes using the following terms: Christopher Columbus; Explorers, Columbian Exchange; 
colonies 
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