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IT’S NOT 

POSSIBLE! 





VOTING 
RIGHTS 

THE CENTER CIRCLE 

REPRESENTS THE 

RIGHTS OF CITIZENS 

TO VOTE 



VOTING 
RIGHTS 

The second circle 

represents 

southern white 

voters 



VOTING 
RIGHTS 

The THIRD 

circle 

represents 

“BLACK CODES” 

THAT PREVENT 

FREED SLAVES 

FROM VOTING 



VOTING 
RIGHTS 

FREED SLAVES     
HAD        

BUT COULDN’T USE IT, 
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KEEPING      

 

IN THE SOUTH 

FREED SLAVES     
HAD        

BUT COULDN’T USE IT, 



AMERICAn Reconstruction 



Reconstruction 

ONCE MAJOR FOCUS WAS TO 

ABOLISH SLAVERY FOREVER 

FORMER SLAVES HAD TO BE 

GRANTED RIGHTS AND HAVE 

THOSE RIGHTS PROTECTED 
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Citizens 

MAKING 



MAKING 

 After the Civil War, the gov. used the Constitution 
to protect the rights of black Americans from 
whites who wanted to deny them their rights 

Citizens 

Amendment 13 

Neither slavery nor 
involuntary 

servitude...shall exist 
within the United 

States... 

Amendment 14 

No State shall make or 
enforce any law which 

shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor 
shall any State deprive 

any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due 

process of law; 

Amendment 15 

The right of citizens of 
the United States to 

vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the 

United States or by any 
State on account of 

race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude. 
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AFRICAN SLAVES WERE        

VICTIMS OF TERRIBLE 

ATROCITIES 

CHAINS 
A  LIFE  IN 



STATES

 
& 

Slavery was used much less, 

tended to see it as cruel and 

supported its abolition 

Slavery was crucial to their plantation 

economy, saw it as part of their livelihood, 

fought strongly to maintain its legality 

 

SLAVERY DIVIDES THE 



PEOPLE
SLAVERY DIVIDES THE 

Wanted to end slavery 

forever in America based on 

moral beliefs & human rights 

Saw abolition as an attack on 

their property rights, their 

livelihood, and themselves 

“Be it good or bad, slavery has 
grown up with our society and 

institutions, and is so 
interwoven with them that to 
destroy it would be to destroy 

us as a people.” 



PEOPLE
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TURN ON EACH OTHER 



GOVERNMENT
SLAVERY DIVIDES THE 

Free states feared a 

majority by slave states 

would mean legal 

slavery forever 

Slave states feared a 

majority by free states 

would mean the abolition 

of slavery 
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GOVERNMENT
SLAVERY DIVIDES THE 



THE UNION 
 SAVES 

The MISSOURI COMPROMISE 
(1820) 

1) Missouri is admitted 
as a slave state 

2) Maine is admitted 
as a free state 

The COMPROMISE of 1850 
1) california is 

admitted as a free 
state 

2) NM and Utah can 
decide for themselves 

The KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT 
1) Kansas and 

Nebraska decide for 
themselves 

2) Neb. votes free, 
Kansas votes slave 





 What would the country have been like if 

the Founding Fathers had abolished 

slavery in the Constitution in 1787? 

CLOSURE 

Discuss the question below


