
 
 

 

Lithograph drawing of the USS Maine exploding in Havana Harbor just off the coast of Cuba in February 1898. The ship 

was sent to protect U.S. interests during the Cuban revolt against Spain. It exploded suddenly without warning and sank 

quickly, killing nearly three quarters of the crew. The cause and responsibility for her sinking remained unclear but popular 

opinion was turned to anger towards Spain due to inflammatory articles printed in the “Yellow Press” by William Randolph 

Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer. The slogan, “Remember the Maine!” became a rallying cry of the Spanish American War. 
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The front cover of William Randolph Heart’s New York Journal after the explosion of the American battleship Maine. 

Despite no evidence connecting Spain to the ship’s explosion, the headline and articles all declare Spain to be at fault for the 

ships destruction. This exaggeration of events and sensationalism came to be known as “Yellow Journalism” due to the 

yellow-colored tint of the pages. 
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“Come inside you young rascal! I’m tired of chasing you around in the wet.” – Uncle Sam 

 

After the Spanish surrendered, most Filipinos assumed the US would grant them independence for their efforts to help win 

the war. However, President McKinley determined that the island was not ready for independence and that it would become 

a US colony. Outraged, Filipino Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo declared war on the US. In this cartoon, America is portrayed by 

Uncle Sam. He is trying to persuade Filipino leader Emilio Aguinaldo to give up and come inside the US colonial tent with 

Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Hawaii. 
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Before the Spanish American War began, many wanted the US to intervene in Cuba to protect the island’s people from 

brutal Spanish rule. In this cartoon, America the dashing hero coming to aid the innocent Cuban maiden from the evil 

Spanish villain. To appease anti-Imperialists, the US passed the Teller Amendment in 1898 which stated that the US would 

not annex Cuba but leave “control of the island to its people.” 
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When the Spanish American War broke out, volunteers were called upon. Roosevelt was Assistant Secretary of 

the Navy at the time and a leading advocate of the liberation of Cuba.. He asked for permission to raise his own 

regiment of volunteers which became popularly known as the “Rough Riders”.  The regiment, consisting of over 

1,250 men, from all over the United States was mainly composed of cowboys, Indians, and other Wild West 

types, and Ivy League athletes and aristocratic sportsmen from the East. They achieved great fame after winning 

several battles in Cuba during the war, including the famous Battle of San Juan Hill in June 1898.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© Students of History - www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Students-Of-History 

 



 
This newspaper headline signals the end of the Spanish American War as the Treaty of Paris officially ended the war in 

December 1898. However, the fighting in the Philippines obviously continues as seen in the subheadings. 
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The “Buffalo Soldiers” were established by Congress as the first peacetime all-black regiments in the regular U.S. Army. 

The regiments served with distinction in the Spanish-American War in Cuba, where five more Medals of Honor were earned 

at the Battle of San Juan Hill.  
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This newspaper headline refers to orders given by US General Jacob H. Smith to “kill everyone over 10” in response to a 

soldier’s question about who they should consider combatants in 1902. He reportedly also said, “I want no prisoners. I wish 

you to kill and burn, the more you kill and burn the better it will please me. I want all persons killed who are capable of 

bearing arms in actual hostilities against the United States.”  

 

Reports also emerged from soldiers’ letters home of water-boarding torture, rape, and mass killings that made many in 

America turn quickly against the war. 
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From 1901 to 1903, William Howard Taft served as the US Governor of the Philippines. Although the war between the US 

and Filipinos was still raging for most of his term, Taft was popular with American soldiers stationed there and many 

Filipinos. He was able to purchase land from the Catholic Church and sell it to Filipinos for very easy terms and did many 

things to help Filipinos who were not part of the rebellion. 
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