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1. When? According to the timeline… (Slide #7) 

 What year did WWII begin?  ________ 

 What country did Germany invade prior to the start of WWII? __________ 

 What year did the United States join the War? ________ 

 What event brought the United States into the War? ______ 

 Choose any two events on the timeline that prompts your interest & write down at least one question 
you have for each event.  
 
___________________________________________________________________? 

___________________________________________________________________? 

 
 2. Who? WWII Leaders (Slides #8-10) (Fill in the boxes: identify who and what countries they led)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Names: 
 
Period:  
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3. Who? (Slide #11)  Major Powers…. 

Allies                             Axis 

  

 
 

4. Why? (Slides #14-17) Write your response in your own words. 
 

           Main Causes of WWII               Germany’s Response 

  

 
 
5. Dictators Rise to Power…. (Slides #18-20) 

 PowerPoint definition of a ‘dictatorship’:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Video clip 

(7 min) 

Below, take note of the characteristics that appear to be similar amongst the 
dictators presented in this video clip.  
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6. Keep track of your observations on the chart: (Slides #23-45) While being presented with information from the 
PowerPoint and video clips, write describing words about things you notice about each dictator. Also keep note of 
important information about each dictator’s actions, decisions, etc.  
 

Mussolini: Italy 
 

Hitler: Germany 
 
 
 
 

Tojo: Japan 
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7. 1940: Japan joined the Axis alliance (Slide #43) 

• Why do you think Japan felt the U.S was an obstacle? 
 

       Prediction                            PowerPoint 
Answer 

 

 
8. United States: Why was the U.S. taking an isolationist position? (Slide #46) 
 

1. 
 
2. 

 
 Your Opinion: (Slide #47) 

Which statement do you agree with the most? Support your answer. 
  

 
 

 

9. Pearl Harbor: Fill in the blanks & take any key notes from the video clip. (Slides #43- 50) 
 

• On Dec 7th ___________, Japanese warplanes bombed the huge naval base at Pearl Harbor in ____________ 

(surprise attack). 

• About ___________ Americans- both servicemen and civilians died. 

• U.S. Fleet left devastated. 

• Roosevelt: asked ______________ to declare war on Japan. 

• On Dec 11, Japan’s allies  ______________ & ____________ declared war on the United 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
10. Analyzing FDR’s Speech: Carefully listen to the upcoming clip, and write down any words, or phrases that you think would help the 

President achieve his goals. (Slide #52) 

  
 

 
 

Video clip 

(5 min) 

Video clip 
(4:48 min) 


